The Crowd in  Peace and War

in the minds of a few backward individuals for a genera-
tion or two, but they will be powerless to inspire a na-
tional crowd with it so long as the human epoch now being
ushered in endures. Such is the effect of a war if fought
out to a finish.

No nation can emerge from war as it went in. War
changes both conqueror and conquered. It tests the ideals
of both, strengthening that of the victor and destroying
that of the defeated. There is no need to express these
results in terms of peace. They belong thenceforward to
the structure of nations. Terms of peace indeed, unless
they involve annexations, are relatively unimportant in
the long vista of the life of nations. What is important
is the change of national character that war may produce.
From the Franco-German war France and Germany
emerged new peoples. What the new France will grow
into none can say, but its crowd-character is evidently
different from that of the France of the past. The new
Germany, the Germany of the Empire, we all know, and
we do not wholly admire it. It brought home from the
fields of France an overweening imperial pride, from which
frightful misfortune may the Lord deliver us by victory
in the present contest! Such a change of national char-
acter affects nations differently, but it does affect them
all. If, as we proudly hope, the Allies should prove ulti-
mately victorious in the present struggle, they will come
forth from the fire, cast into a new mould. Let us pray
that the seal of all that is noblest in the ideal developed
in the war may be set upon them and that its dross may
be refined away in the furnace of our present affliction.
That result alone justifies war and sanctifies the sac-
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